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Apple farming brings prosperity to Gurung
couple in Mustang

BY HARIKRISHNA SHARMA
Muktinath (Mustang), July 12

To manage household expenses, Angya
(Ngawang) and Chiring Dhoka Gurung
of Tiri village, Varagung Muktich-
hetra Rural Municipality-4 in Mus-
tang, began apple farming on about
one ropani of land.

Although they had arable land, due to
a lack of sufficient irrigation and other
challenges, they started apple farming
in a small area. As the apple farming
started generating income, they gradu-
ally expanded it to the rest of their fields.
What began on one ropani has now
spread over 60 ropanis.

Those who once mocked Angya and
Chiring for what they called a useless
investment, doubting that farming apples
could ever become a business, are now
astonished by their success. Initially,
the income started to cover household
expenses and children’s education, but
apple farming has now turned into a thriv-
ing enterprise. Ngawang Hisi Agriculture
and Livestock Organic Farm, which was
established by the couple, has now become
amodel in the Mustang district. This year,
the farm has been awarded the prestigious
President’s Outstanding Farmer Prize by
the Government of Nepal and also rec-
ognised as the Best Farmer by the Gan-
daki Province Government.

Each year, the President's Outstand-
ing Farmer Prize is awarded to farmers

l’éj “

who showcase exemplary agricultural
practices, carrying a cash prize of Rs.
200,000. The Ministry of Agriculture,
Land Management and Cooperatives of
Gandaki Province has also recognised
them as the best farmers in the province.

Amid a function organised here at
Pokhara on Friday, Minister for Agri-
culture, Land Management and Coop-
eratives Padma Giri Shrestha and
Secretary Basudev Regmi presented
the award.

Model farmer Chiring Dhoka said,
“This award has made me realise that
the fruit of hard work is always sweet.
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Both recognitions have boosted our
energy in agriculture.”

Chiring Dhoka also shared that
he never imagined the Government
of Nepal would recognise someone
growing apples in a village in Mus-
tang. “After receiving the award, ['ve
realised that the government truly
searches for model farmers and recog-
nises them,"” he said.

There are currently 2,500 apple trees in
Angya and Chiring’s farm land, and they
are preparing to plant an additional 500
high-density apple trees brought from the
neighbouring district, Manang, this year.

SR

gorkhapatraonline.com

Last year, after deducting exy
they earned Rs. 3.5 million from
sales. The Angya couple, whe
employed six staff, also raise chy
{mountain goats). From their
with 500 chyangra, they earned
million last year.

Thanks to the efforts of Proy
Assembly member Bikal She
who has supported bringin
water from the Kali Gandaki
situated 585 metres below th
village, through the Water ¢
and Irrigation Development Di
Office, Mustang. With this irri
facility, the couple plans to eith
or lease more land and expand
farming to 200 ropani.

Ward Chairman of Varagung
tichhetra Rural Municipality—4
Gyacho Gurung, said the s
achieved by the Angya couple tl
the risks they took in apple farmi
true testament to a farmer’s dedic

“Now they are being praised
where. Those wanting to
apple farming can learn a lo!
them," said Gurung.

As water sources have dried up
climate change, about 13 househ
the village are at risk of displac
Amid this, the determination ar
cess of the Angya couple in comr
apple farming and livestock rear
being widely discussed.

Last year alone, about Rs. 9(
lion worth of apples were ex
from Mustang,
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Why Zero Energy/Low Cost Cold Storage/Cellar Store ?

. Q'H'Eﬁ' add §'ﬂ' | freradY g’ﬂ' (Energy Efficiency & Cost Savings): Requires little to no electricity, lower initial cost.
. & T gtavorasEh (Sustainability & Environmental Benefits): Reduces carbon footprint/eco-friendly

. AT wafia §'ﬂ' (Better Preservation): Natural conditions help preserve taste and nutritional value.

. GHATTT FYFA Gf FA3eT T Aveel I Harel
. fafaer Semgarar aanse dfea T O o @y ATARN FIATOTAT 39ARM (Versatile Applications): for storing root

vegetables, fruits, dairy products, wine, and even some meats. Customizable designs for different climates and needs (Mostly
effective in Dry Season)
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